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Asasah becomes first MFI to use
Easypaisa for loan repayments

December ; Asasah has become
the first NGO and micro-fi-
nance institution (MFI) to uti-
lize Telenor Pakistan and
Tameer Microfinance Bank’s
Easypaisa services for repay-
‘ment of small loans. The facil-

inconvenience for Asasah’s
clients, who are mostly women,
to pay back the loans they take
out from the NGO.

Asasah customers, after receiv-

ing a loan from any of Tameer

ity will significantly reduce the

Bank’s 100 branches will be
able to return it through any of
the 14,000 Easypaisa agents,
present in 600 cities and towns
across Pakistan.

To announce the partnership, a
ceremony was held at a local
hotel. Those who attended in-
cluded Nadeem Hussain, CEO
& President Tameer Microfi-
nance Bank; Tabinda Jaffery,
CEO Asasah and Syed Mohsin
Ahmed, CEO Pakistan Microfi-
nance Network. ™
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BUSINESS

RECORDER

Repayment of small loans
Asasah to utilise Telenor,

Tameer Microfinance
Bank’s Easypaisa services

ISLAMABAD: Asasah has
become the first NGO and
micro-finance institution (MFI)
to utilize Telenor Pakistan and
Tameer Microfinance Bank’s
Easypaisa services for repay-
ment of small loans. The facili-
ty will significantly reduce the
inconvenience for Asasah’s
clients, who are mostly women,
to pay back the loans they take
out from the NGO,

Asasah customers, after
receiving a loan from any of
Tameer Bank’s 100 branches
will be able to return it through
any of the 14,000 Easypaisa
agents, present in 600 cities and
towns across Pakistan. The
announcement was made in a

ceremony held here on Friday.

Nadeem Hussain, CEO &
President Tameer Microfinance
Bank said: “Easypaisa services
are a fast growing mobile bank-
ing solution. Because our aim
is to offer inclusion to the
unbanked population, every
organisation that uses
Easypaisa services helps us
with our mission. With
Easypaisa, we hope tq bring
ease and convenience to cus-
tomers of Asasah.”

Tabinda Jaffery, CEO Asasah
said: “Repayment of loans
through Easypaisa agents will
prove to be an extremely conve-
nient solution for our clients
who are all women—PR
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Loan repayments
through Easypaisa

KARACHI - Asasah has become the first NGO and Micro Finance
Institution (MFD to utilize Telenor Pakistan and Tameer Microfi-
nance Bank’s Easypaisa services for repayment of small loans.
The facility will significantly reduce the inconvenience for
Asasah’s clients, who are mostly women, to pay back the loans
they take out from the NGO, says a press release.

Asasah customers, ®fter receiving a loan from any of Tameer
Bank’s 100 branches will be able to return it through any of the 14,000
Easypaisa agents, present in 600 cities and towns across Pakistan.
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PAKISTAN TODAY

Branchless Microfinance Initiative:
A groundbreaking programme

UMW KHLILDUME SHAHID

RANCHLESS  Microfi-
nance Initiative is & parl
of the “Pre-Transforma-
ton Capacity Ballding” courtesy
Sunte Bank of Pakistan and jts Tn-
stitutional Strengthening Fumd
[15F). Asasah is orchestrating the
initiative via itx' quartet of
branches, Branchless Microf-

andd thery ure three-pronged, First
'mdmnuihnvh-dﬂuh
ciil transactions. cost of clients
providing them financial services
ul their step, Secondly, they
are vying by deerease mis-utisation
o loans by strengthening internal
conttols. And thirdly, n reduction
ok umﬂwmmbrmﬂu
Andfar
barrowers s also targeted.

e ——
ASASAH'S PHILOSOPHY

To ameliorate the rondithon of

. the national economy each indi-

widual and rach household dwold
be a unit of miceo productivity.
Asasah is aiming to make each
household productive by provid-
ing them financial assstance,

information and linking
ite man to relevant markets,

PROGRAMMES

Asnsah has instigated two pro-
en roube (o realization of
dream. First {s the Microfinance
mime (MFP), which is the

aof the organisation, The

in Livelilwods Programme

second

{lHF}HihhpmHulplmm
o MFP in .E:ri.ll Performanice
Management by induetion of piew
ithoas and thasighis.

TRANSFORMATION

Initually Asanh was disbupsing
bosams nndl colleeting m 1w i
cash und m-..u"ﬁ« Wil
feneral consenias in that eush
trannsction had its fwlr share of
risk. The inktial solution was
thoughi ta be payments and ey
medts through hanks. However,
thia method resulted i inconven-
fence. Eventually, the Rrancliless
Banking moude has bovn eitod and

is working wonder.

DISBURSEMENT MODEL

Thie disbursement i via ATM
cards {of Tameer Bank), Tamonr
Microfinanee Bank opens up
Asamh's Master Disbursement
Account for this very purpose and
links disbursement to individual
clients,

T e e
REPAYMENT MODEL

K ents  are  collecied
Ihn?.twﬂ':hk Account [M-Wal-
I:ll a Group Leader, Every such

der is provided with & Telefor
SIM along with a Mobile Wallet
scconnt, The group leador visits
the closest EasyPaisa shot 1o do-
it installments.

B
COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS

A thorough shady of the cost-
henefit analyuis divalges that the
entire initiative has beem ime
mensely  suceessful.  Hiwever,
srvice delivery eost & on the up
due to high costs charged by
Tameer bank; which is two per
cont of the amouint of loan, Henee
ax soan as Brapchless Process is

launchesd in all the braches this
will b negodiated with the vendar.

PROJECT LEARNING

Extensive tralming arl refresl-
e are the need of the howr, [t
dﬂ'h-n‘dl::nmhﬂ-d:uu:mdm
sta o ol m Buiney
has bean takon in such a way & 1o
cover all the bases and en-
sure that the in ahle o make
full use of the twol m dispasal.
Money transaction through mohile
phaones wnd ATP cards i 0 revolu-
titary ides and can tranaform the
fortunes of & miabtitude of people.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Asaxnh was pwarded the Socia)
Rating Grade BH-in 3010 by an
Halise international rating organ-
beation MicroFinanza’ which in n
hoge scoomplishiment. Asasah has
a woo  the Gold 2010
MIX/CGAP Social Performance
Reporting Awanl. In 2005 Asauh
recelved Silver Award for repon-
ing on Soclal Performance to MIX.
One of Asasah's mambers Nargis
Bkl i thoe iy Citd-PPAF Milcro-
entreprenearship Awand 2010 Na-
tomal Entrepreneurs Category. All

these poosdades have ensured thae
the project has global reesynitiun
andl is o the verge of fiurther ex-
panding globally,

e e .

EPILOGUE

Axaaih is vying ie renegol|-
ate with Tamesr and Telenor
with regards to recuction on
codls and certaim problems that
the clients wre facing, Once they

BPE 5005 - ad aa Dnengs stand
0 scauthon i on the harizon - the
project promises to bear its fruits
all over the eountry, 1t la &
unique Initisthve and one that
hag all the makings of being suc
cessful, Collabarating mabile
technology with banking; so sim-
ple, and yei so brillinnt

The wrider 1 Sub-Editor,

Profit. He can be reached of
ehvidrduneshahidimmeil oo
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Sindh 2 Tribune

Asasah becomes first MFI to use
Easypaisa for loan repayments

Staff Repoter

KARACHLE:  Asasah  has
become the first NGO and micro-
finance institution (MFI) to utilize
Telenor Pakistan and Tameer
Microfinance Bank's Easypaisa
services for repayment of small
loans. The facility will significant-
ly reduce the inconvenience for
Asasah’s clients, who are mostly
women, t0 pay back the loans
they take out from the NGO.

Asasah customers, after
receiving a loan from any of
Tameer Bank's 100 branches will
be able to return it through any of
the 14,000 Easypaisa agents, pres-
ent in 600 cities and towns across
Pakistan. To announce the part-
nership, a ceremony was held
which was attended by Nadeem
Hussain, CEO & President
Tameer Microfinance Bank;
Tabinda Jaffery, CEO Asasah
and Syed Mohsin Ahmed, CEO

Pakistan Microfinance Network.

In his comments, Nadeem
Hussain, President & CEO
Tameer Bank said: “Easypaisa
services are a fast growing
mobile b solution.
Because our aim is to offer inclu-
sion to the unbanked population,
every organization that uses
Easypaisa services helps us with
our mission. With Easypaisa, we
hope to bring ease and conven-
ience to customers of Asasah.”

Tabinda Jaffery, CEO Asasah
in her remarks said: "Repayment
of loans through Easypaisa
agents will prove to be an
extremely convenient solution
for our clients who are all
women. The facility will help in
our aim t improve the quality of
life of financially poor m_
ly deprived people by offering
them small loans to enhance their
productivity.”

Talking about the need for

financial inclusion, Syed Mohsin
Ahmed, CEO Pakistan
Microfinance Network said: "At
Pakistan Microfinance Network,
we believe that the future of
financial inclusion lies in build-
ing synergies to provide financial
services to the low income seg-
ment through alternative deliv-
ery channels. We hope that other
MFls would follow in the same
footsteps and build ips
with Banks/MNO to provide
access to financial services.”

Easypaisa is Pakistan's first
real branchless banking solution.
It was launched jointly by
Telenor Pakistan and Tameer
Microfinance Bank in 2009. Since
then, it has helped provide peo-
ple across Pakistan with access to
convenient and secure financial
services. Today, Easypaisa serv-
ices are available at over 14,000
outlets in 600 cities across
Pakistan.
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The Financial Daily

International

Asasah
becomes
first MFI

to use
Easypaisa

KARACHI: Asasah has
become the first NGO and
micro-finance institution
(MFI) 1o utilize Telenor
Pakistan and Tameer
Microfinance Bank's
Easypaisa services for
repayment of small loans.
The facility will signifi-
cantly reduce the incon-
venience for Asasah's
clients, who are mostly
women, o pay back the
loans they take out from
the NGO.

Asasah customers, after
receiving a loan from any
of Tameer Bank's 100
branches will be able 10
return it through any of the
14,000 Easypaisa agents,
present in 600 cities and
towns across Pakistan.

"To ammounce the part-
nership, a ceremony was
held which was attended

by Nadeem Hussain, CEO
& President Tameer
Microfinance Bank;

Tabinda Jaffery, CEO
Asasah and Syed Mohsin
Ahmed, CEO Pakistan

Microfinance Network.
In his commenis,
Nadeem Hussain,

President & CEO Tameer
Bank said: "Easypaisa
services are a fast growing
mobile banking solution.
Because our aim is to offer
inclusion to the unbanked
population, every organi-
zation that uses Easypaisa
services helps us with our
mission. With Easypaisa,
we hope to bring ease and
convenience 1o customers
of Asasah.”

Tabinda Jaffery, CEO
Asasah in her remarks
said: "Repayment of loans
through Easypaisa agents
will prove to be an
extremely  convenient
solution for our clients
who are all women. -PR
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